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course my powers of rendering it will be considerably
limited for a time. I hope this Register will give a start
to its predecessors; I assure you I shall spare no pains.
John must lend his earnest attention to clear his hands
of the quire stock, and to taking in as little as he can
unless in the way of exchange; in short, reefing our
sails, which are at present too much spread for our bal-
last."

He alludes in the same letter to a change in the firm
of Messrs. Constable, which John Ballantyne had just
announced to him; and, although some of his prognosti-
cations on this business were not exactly fulfilled, I must
quote his expressions for the light they throw on his opin-
ion of Constable's temper and character. "No associa-
tion," he says, "of the kind Mr. C. proposes, will stand
two years with him for its head. His temper is too
haughty to bear with the complaints, and to answer all
the minute inquiries, which partners of that sort will
think themselves entitled to make, and expect to have
answered. Their first onset, however, will be terrible,
and John must be prepared to lie by. ... The new
poem would help the presses." The new partners to
which he refers were Mr. Robert Cathcart of Drum,
Writer to the Signet, a gentleman of high worth and in-
tegrity, who continued to be connected with Constable's
business until his death in November, 1812; and Mr.
Robert Cadell, who afterwards married Mr. Constable's
eldest daughter.1

Of the two adjoining farms, both of which he had at
this time thought of purchasing, he shortly afterwards
made up his mind that one would be sufficient to begin
with; and he selected that nearest to Ashestiel, and com-
prising the scene of Cessford's slaughter. The person
from whom he bought it was an old friend of his own,

1 This union was dissolved by the death of the lady -within a year of the
maa-raage. Mr. Cadell, not long after the catastrophe of 1826, became sole
Dtiblisher of Scott's later works. any pecu-
